POSTAL FUNCTIONS, CATEGORIES AND ROLES OF ‘MOTHER’ STAMPS

PROVISIONALS - stamps intended for temporary use pending arrival of regular issues. During the 1840s, postmasters in
certain American cities issued stamps that were valid only at specific local post offices. These were known as ‘postmaster provi-
sionals.” An ‘Offspring’ depicts the provisionals from New York, Baltimore and St. Louis.
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Postmaster James M. Buchanan
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Expertised

STAMPS AND THE STAMPS THAT DEPICT THEM

BI-SECTS - Stamps cut into sections (usually in half) to create a lower value to match the appropriate rate.
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MONTSERRAT — 1883
Vertical half of 1p Antigua stamp
stamp sent to Dominica by steamer.
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Guernsey — 1990

GREAT BRITAIN - 1941
2p orange Q. Victoria/K. George VI
issue bisected and used in Guernsey

for eight weeks (12/27/40 - 2/24/41).
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FAROE ISLANDS - 1919
| One-half of a 4 ore Danish stamp
used with 5 ore Danish stamp to
pay internal postage.
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